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Advocates of a New World Information Order have charged that First-
World press coverage of the Third Warld has over-emphasized coups, conflicts
and natural disasters, as well as a few political, social and economic developments
thought to involve fairly shoit-term rewards and threats to the Wsst. Such
covarage allegedly fails to address the complex web of fbctors which Westerners
must understand to deal fruitfully;ﬁiiﬁ developing cbuntries;l

If such charges are valid and reflect news executives! thinking, ethnocentrism
and narrowness of focus ought to show up in western newspaper editorials about the
third warld. After all, western editors and publishers see it as quite
appropriate to express personal priorities on their editorial pages;z

A narrow editorial-page agenda seems unfortunate in light of at lsast
three strands of thought within the social sclemnces and western media studies:

1. Libertarian press theory, which holds that diversity of available
information and arguments help§ consumers find and identify’ that which is true
and ii'nporta'ritaj
2. Social responsibility theory, which alleges that the press cannot
discharge its responsibility simply by reporting bare facts. Tt must report
mminaamﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁémﬁﬁéﬁmf This role, in turn, seemingly
requires a diverse agenda on the editorial page where, in American journalistic
practice, much analyzing and interpreting are done,

3: A wide range of studies in philosophy, sociology, comminication and

other disciplines which suggest that breadth of perspective -- exposure to

e e : . . v
in general. Culbertson has reviewed pertinent literature,”’
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Any tendency to limit one's editorial focus to matters of obvious, direct
concern to one's own nation may lead to clear differences between First-World and
Thirddeila editorial tre~rtment of developiﬁé countries. However, éurpriSingiy

few studies have compared western edi.oriais about the third world with - nird- wld
domestic é&ii;brial’s.6 Thi&¢ research sought to help fill that gap by focusing

on editorials about the snap election and nearly blocdless revolution in Febraary
19é6 which unexpectedly ended the 20-year reign of Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos. Editorials in four prestigious American papers and two

Filipino dailies were compareds

as one moves from domestic to foreign content. Such factors as the expense
of maintaining a foreign i:'ureau,7 censorship, and rules govérning correspondent-
diplomat i;eiationships8 apply with foreign but not domestic coverage. If nsws
coverage builds a base for editorials, such differences might comtribute to
variation between domestic editorials about the revolution (hére in the Filipino
press) and foreign editorials (here in the American press)s

A few scholars have dealt with national and regional differences in editorials.
For instance, Nam found that Filipino newspapers ran more editordals harshly
critical of the national govermnment during the mid<1960s than did the Taiwanese
and Korean press. The researcher attributed this difference partly to Filipino
traditions of vitriolic press criticism and free expression.’ Also, Lindley
reported at about the same time timt Iragi newspapers tended to attribute social
and political problems %o impertalism just as western media did to cbmmuniéMalo
And 8Sudhaker found more editorial-page coverage of the Bahgiadesh civil war by

t] I'ndi e W TS T 11
three Indian papers than by ihree prestigious U. S, dailies.’



For the most part, studies of editorlals have focused on a few descriptive
variables -- positive or negative leaning toward a political figure, party or
program, - relative enphasis o broad news topic areas such as those defined by
Neutschmaniiy 1 apparent L:tendsd function (advocacy, information orsememimm),”‘

- 1

77777 geographic location,” language
inﬁn@iﬁy—,m ééﬁx@nﬁic character(report, inference or jii&éﬁéi’if.),ig and presentation
of stereotypes.

While useful, these factors say little about thoroughness of attention to
varied arguments and perspectives. However, thoroughness and variety surely
relate to the oft-alleged narrowness and parochialism of Western ﬁéi«’é—,éé
and the oft-quoted call under social responsibility theory for reporting the
news in a comtext which gives it meantngs2l The present research sddresses these
concerns by adapting for content analysis the notion of agenda diversity used in

audience research by Chaffee and WilsonsZ2
These scholars defined agenda diversity as high where 1) people within a
community mentioned many problsms as important in the news;>- and 2) those
people disagreed often as to which topic was most important rather than maming
one or a few problems almost to the etclusion of obherss
Chaffee and Wilson reported evidence that communities with many media
outlets had relativsly high agenda diversity:. However, the authors did not
measure topic diversity within a given news outlst. Noting that only a few
studies’> had looked at comtent diversity from an information-processing standpeist,

they urged such a research focus .26




In one related study of New York Times and Washington Post ecditoriais,

Minor found heavy eiphasis on just seven of 13 topic categories related to
the Vietnam Var. Fairiy low breadth of coverage we- inferreds2?

Predictions héré stem largely from the oft-cited assertion by Galtung
and Ruge that the media cover primarily topics which seem relevant and meaningful
within the audience's socio-cultural context. These ahithors focused on news.28
This study exténds their arguments to content of two nations' editoriais.

Comparison of récent U. S. and Filipino papers seems apt to be revealing.
Americans sometimes refer to the Philippines as their only colony. And even
today, after LO years of independence, Filipinos often both look back fondly
at the Amerizan presénce and resent continuing cultural, economic and political
influénce in thé country by their former "masters." Further; the two countries
retain close economic and military ties. Yet thelr closeness has often been
madé uncomfortable by vastly different social and cultural 6fientatioﬁ55é9

It's worth noting here that studies on the impact of editorials have
conflicted. In recent résearch on American presidential campaigns, Robinson
has noted what hé defined as significant impact by editorial endorsememts even
after numerous comtrols were introduceds>  However, Hurd and Singletary discerned
little if any impact of presidenmtial éﬁ&éfééﬁéﬁté;Bl On the other hand, studies
by Gregg, ¢ McCombss > and McLenghandl have suggested that sndorsememts often
affect voting on local and issue-referendum campaigns where news coverage is apt
go on. Such findings suggest that editorials may have .greatest impact when they
show breadth of perspective as defined here (that is, where they deal with varied
topics of local relevance and do not simply focus on a few matters presumed
salient in the national or international arena, and therefore covered heavily

in news columns).

.



Hypotheses
Four hypotheses are tested. The fourth deals direstly with agenda
diversity or breadt: of perspective within editordals. The first three
hypoth.eses relate to factors wich probably comtribute to diversity.
Specifically, hypotheses 1 and 2 focus on the extent to which editorials
dwell on a few globsl, widely publicized issues as opposed to arguments,
developments and issues within the nation covereds The third hypothesis
concerns anothér eléement which may detraeé from . diversity -- the probable
tendency of any nation's press to deal iore extensively with behavior of
jts own citizens than with residents of another coumtrys
Hyp othesis :J:; In treatment of the Phijippines, editorials in the U. S.
national prestige press should place more emphasis than do those in the Filipino
newspapers on a few global topics which meet one or more of three conditions.
First, these topics have evolved over a long period. Second, they had received
intense recent press coverage at the time whem.sditerials appeared. And third,
they relate clearly to American interests and U. S.-Filipino relationss
As will be noted later, nine such topics showed up among 22 covered
within editorials and related news. Topics meeting some of {1e thrse criteria
should be fairly familiar even to Americans with only superficial knowledge of
_ and concern about the ﬁr:\jippii'\es. Th’ié, in iurh, should contribuse to editori-
emphasis on them in light of two arguments. First, Galtung and Ruge assert
thdt the news media deal most fully with that which they believe is meaningful
and relevant to news consumers.3® And sacond, American journalishs appea to
agsume their audiences have 1little interest in international news axcept where
intense or long-term coverage and/or obvious relvance to ‘ﬁa Ss interests place

it high on the news agenda.3®



Studles of news coverage have supported the second of thesé arguments,
Aﬁéin37 and Rosengren38 have reported that strength and ranpe of economic and
political ties betwesn tws countries correlate rather strongly with amount of
news coverage of one country by the other's media: If such ties figure in ecitorial
thinking, they should come up ratier fréquently in one count.ry's editorials
about another as hypothesized jere.

Ezpothééié 2 The Filipino press ghouild f ocue editoria’s more often than
does the American Prcss on many concrete acts and evernts relating to the campaign,
election, revolution and surrounding context.

Tt's assuméd here that most events relating to the Filipiuo political
drama occurred in that country, not in the United States. Furthermore, invoking
the Gaituné-ﬁﬁéé 39 nction of relevance, these events should have clearer
meaning to Tilipinos than to Amerdcans. A Filipino editorial writers should
thus feel more confident about "sharing meaning" with their reuders about thasa
events than would American writers,

Tn related studies of news coverage, Shaw and %tephenson,bd as we11 as
Weaver and w11h01t b1 found high percentages of news Sourres were national-level
executive-branch o.ficials in international wipe siories packaged for the western
media. Such officials presumably often make decisions about and represent a2 nation
as a gbg}g in ways seen as relevant to foreign countries: In contrast, many possible
news sources representing specific sectors (i. e., schools; churches, industries,
cte.) and affecting events within the nations reported on received iittie attention,
Sociologists siuch as Fiéﬁﬁéﬁ“? Sugrest that erphasis on a few governme:tal sources
stems in part from beat structures which aid effic1ency by routinizing and
1eg1timi21ng reliance on a small number of sources seen as important, reliable
and accessibies

Hypothesis 3: Looking at treatment of concrete recemt everts ; editorials
in either coumtry should deal more often with acts involving primarily that country
and its citizens than with acts involving the other country,

8



The rationale here is basically the same as that for hypothesis 2.
American readers might have littie awareness of, siv, ex-Cov. Evelio Javier of
Antique Province, an fquino supporter who was murdered during the campaign.
Likewise, many Filipino readers would hardly know what to make of Sen: James

Sasser, D-Tenne.s an early
Thus each of these men might gain more attention with actions in his cwn
nation's editorials than in the other nation‘ss

One study provides some support for this prediction. Sudhaker discovered

greater attemtion to specifics of the Bapgladesh civil war in news and editortal

coverage by three Indian papers than by the New York Times, Washington Post and
Bos Angeles Timess!> of course; India had maintsined a close association with
Bangladesh while the United States had nots In India, the war was a "local" story.

Hyp pothesis g; Overall; Filipino editorials should have greater agenda
diversity, as reflected in H statistics, than would American editorials about
events in the Philippines.

As noted earlier, an editorial agenda is diverse where a large number of
topics are treated -- and where concentration is not centered on one or a few
topicss Hypcthesis b really follows fram the first three hypotheses if ome

i. There are relatively few broad, global problems, charges and other
topics presented in connection with the election scenario.

2. There are a large number of concrete acts and events which might be
noted and evaluated within such a complex phenomenon as a national election.

3. The Filipino press is more apt than the American press, because of
perceived relevance and consequence to the audience, to focus on concrete acts

and events and their apparent meanings.
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Hypothesis L and research ouestion 1 involve the H-statistic discussed
by Chaffee and Wiison;hh Keéle,hs and iin.h6 As applied to cognitive activity,
H is defined by the following formula:

H=Zp. (log, 1/p,)

In this notation, pi= the proportion of all cases falling within the ith

category.
n=the number of categories in use.
ﬁ§.=£he act of summirg for all categbriés trom 1 through ne

In this content analysis, each topic¢ covered is def:ned as a category.
Ang pi is the percentage of all of a newspaper's paragraphs mentioning any
inventorisd topic which deal with the ith topice

Chaffee and Wilson explain that H dépernds on two logically independerd
factors: the number of categories used, and the extent to which observations
are spread equally over all categoriss rather than being clustered in one or
a fewl?
on 1) the nurber of topics treated in the paper's editorials, and 2) the variation
among percentages of paragraphs relating to all inventoried topice which were
devotcd to each of these topics. We gauge the latter by treating each percentage
for a given newspapeér as an observation and computing a standecrd deviation of
all percentages for that papers

Surely, in light of social responsibility theory as noted ear’ier: diagnosis
of editorial performance by a given pap~r might usefully focus in part on the
number of topics treated and the variation in emphasis from topic to topic.

This sets the stage for the first research question:

10




Research cuestion l. What correlation, if any, exists between the number

of topics treated editorially and variation in emphasis on any one topic?

Tn theory, the two components might go hand-in-hand -- breadth of coverage
might stem from forces that alme minimize concentration on any one or a few
topics. However, some editors may mention many topics in passing but concentrate
on one or a few. Further, overall number of editorials om Filipino rolitics
surely influences munber of topics presemted but not variation in emphasis among
topics. This difference could weakzn any asscciation between rumber of topics
treated and variation among percentage "“weights" devoted to specific topicse

Methodology

Choice of newspapers. American dailies chosen were four often regarded

as the coumtry's elite national papers -- the Christian Science Monitor, Wail Street
Jownal, New York Times and Washington Post.!® These ravers were selscted
L9

partly because they séemed appropriate for an analysis, reported elsewiere,
of the extemt to which the American mcdia had & genuine vendetta against Marcos
as he and his followers aiiégéd.s O It was felt that such elite papers, more
than others, might have influenced the Reagan administration to "dump" ths
Filipino president.

Choice of Filipino papers was difficult. The most well-established dailies

in the country as of January 1, 1986, appeared to include the Bulleuin Today

{later named the Manila Bulletin) and the Manila Daily Fxpress, both controlled

by Marcos followers. Interestingly, perusal of editorials in these papers during

with the "horase race® -— who was winning and how -< and on the electoral process
jtself. Basically, it appeared, this election focused on tad features of the
Marcos regime rather than good things about Marcos or anything good or bad about
his opponent, Corwzon Ce AQuino. And obviously the “cromy press" was .ot inclined

to deal with anti-Marcos argumentsi

i1
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and the Philippine Daily Inquirer, which gained considerable fame and circulation

during the campaign. The Inquirer, a weekly with 15,000 circulation prior to
the campaign, becamé a daily with 300,000 copies soild by March: Malaya also
grew rapidly. Many observers believed that, during the election aftermath,
Fildpinos relied heavily on these papers along with the church-=owned Eééiﬂ
Veritas ama other radio stations.

Time period. All 123 editorials in the six papers dealing with the ¥ilipino

election and its context between January 15 and March 15 were coded. It seemed
important to focus on the same period within each set of papers so the pool of
recent events which might have been addressed was identical From paper to paper.
The campaign began picking up steam around Jamuary 15. Apparently few editorials
in the American papers were missed by choosing that starting date -~ in fact,
only one appeared in any of the four papers prior to January 27.

The eléction was held on February 7: Protests and procedural disputes
about thé voté count dominated Rilifine news umtil Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Fidel V. Ramos and Defense Minister Juan Ponce Tnrile defected frcm the
Marcos camp on February 22. Marcos finally left for Hawaii cn February 25,
AGuino's consolidation of power, release of political prisoners and reluctant
declaration that her government was revolutionary gained some a“tention in ke
American press for sbout two and one-half weeks after that date. March 15 was
chosen as the concluding date after the researcher noted that the four 1. S.
papers ran only three editorials about the Philippines during the preceding

wéek. Interest obviously had wened by then,
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The American papers ran 38 editorials in all -- 10 in the New York Times,

8 in the Wall Street Journal; 11 in the Washington Post; and S in the Christian

Science Monitors The Filipino papers carried a total of 85 -- Lk in the

Topics inventorieds In all, 22 topics treated quite extensively in news

coverage dealt with problems, misdeeds and proposed courses of action relating
the Marcos yearss Only three issues dealt solely with actions taken by or

urged upon Aquino. These were appointment of cabinet members after February 25,
declaration of a revolutionary government so as to void the Marcos constitution
and dissolve the legislature dominated by his followers; and replacement of

local and provincial officials with appointed interim "officers-in-charges"

Nine issues met the criteria specified under hypothesis 1 for "giobal,
long-range" topics: These factors were American press focus on a topic over
a ong period; intense recemt coverage, and clear relevamce to U. S.-Filipino
relationss In particular:

1. Growth of the commnist insurgency and its military arm, the New People's
Army, had taken place over at least 17 years:

2; Human rights violations (killings, imprisonment without t-ial and various
kinds of harassment) allegedly occurred at least from Marcos's declaration of
martial law in 1972 until the election,

3. The huge U. S. military bases in the Philippines had been salient
since the early 1970s when the nation's other key Southeast Asian installation,
Cam Ranh Bay in Vietnam, was lost to the Vietnamese. Also, the bases obviously

were central to U. S.-Filipino relationse

13
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e Ys S.-Filipino relations were also a long=standing concern dating
back at least to the granting of independence to the Philippines in 1946.

5. Five other issues received intense coverage in the U. 3. in late
1985 and early 1986, These were fear of election rigging, alleged skimming of
Us S¢ aid by Mercos, the first family's excessive wealth amd opulent lifestyle,
corrupt acts favoring Marcos "cronies," and the apparent shipping of money and

good: abroads

agenda by length and/or intensity of media coverage and clear relevance to U. S
interests: In contrast, the other 13 issues dealt with relatively specific "micro"
level acts, oroblems and issues within the Philippines. Table 1 lists these
topicse

Operational definition of dependent variabless Hypothesis 1 was tested

separately with two dependent measures to strive for some comvergent validity:
1. Percentage of editorials in a givén paper or nation which discussed

a particuiar topic; Léngth or amount of discussion within an editorial was not

tapped by this measure.

2. Percentage of "topic paragraph memtions" for a given paper or nation's

press which were devoted to a givén tbpic. Such a mention occurred whenever a
editorial alluded in some way to a topic within a sihgié paragraph. PerCéﬁtages
here expreSsed relative émphésis so as to control for total amount of coverage

given to all topics when comparing papers or paper setse

14
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This could be questioned in that paragraphs certainly differed in length. However,
examination suggested paragraphs differed relatively Httle within a given papers
Furthermore, most analyses focused on percentages of paragraphs witnin a given
paper or national set of papers: Thus variation in paragraph length between
papers or nations was effectively removed from plays

Statistics used in testing hypot“ssis l and answering research question 1

S - - - = S e/ Ll Ll . =4
were obtained from a table of values in Kee]jkb:bantion and Human Perfonnance."2

Percentages were rounded off to0 the nearest one-half percent. Where fractional
values resulted, linear interpolation was used to obtain approximate values of
épi( i’og—z i/r&). These figures were summed across topics to obtain an H-statistic
for a 'given papers

Table 1 supports the first hypothesis: & higher percentage of American than
Filipino editorials addressed each of the nine global issues. Based on a
sign test, the probability of such a consistent relationship occurring by chance
is .002.

Put table I sbout Feres

Turning to percemtages of "topical paragraph mentions," American percentages
exceeded thosé for Filipino editorials with seven of mine topics. This difference
approached significance(p=.09). The topics which departed from the general

obviously overriding concerns in Manila.

15
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Clearly, then, the American papers focused more heavily than did their
Filipino countérparts on global topics which even the distant or casual observer
might have meaning for. On the other band, based on topical paragraph mentions,
the Filipino press emphasized such concrete, localized topics as payoffs to
potential voters, specific acts of corruption, opulence at Malanang Palace, the
anti-Marcos military-reform movement; an alleged cover-up of the president's
poor health, and President Aquine®s eventual declaration that her government
was révoliii:i’o’nary.

In table 2, hypothesis 1 holds quite uniformly from paper to paper: Each
American paper memtioned seven of the nine global topics in a higher percemtage
53

of its editorials than did each Filipino paper (}3( s001Y, The only exceptions

had to do with Marcos cronies (whom the New York Times and Christian Science Momitor

largely ignored) and alleged skimming 3f foreign aid (which the Wall Street Journal

and Washington Post ignored completely)o

Percemtagés of paragraph mentions 5 In parencheses in table 2, reveal a
gimilar pattern; though with some additional exceptions. Overall, American
editorials focused on global issues familiar to the casual, distant observer
while Filipino papers gave somewhat more (tﬁéiiéﬁ not overwhelming) emphasis to

day-to-dayr details of the electoral process and Filipino society.

Pu‘t table ?2 gbout herss

HypotheSes 2 and 3 pursue further the idea that Filipino papers, in their
pursuit of day-to-day details, react often to concrete actions and events. Both

hypotheses were supporteds
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Turning first to hypothesis 2, 63% of editorials in Maliya and the Philippine
Inquirer dealt primarily with specific recent actions and evemtss This compared
with Jjust 32% for the four American papers. The difference was highly significant.
(=23.10, 1 af, p <.001)

Hypothesis 3 deals only with editorials keyed to specific events and actions.
Ten (83%) of the 12 evenmt-oriented Us S: editorials dealt with events and actions
within the United States and/or involving U: S. actors. Turning to Filipino
editorials, only 16§ dealt primarily with American events and actors. Onne
again, the difference was as predicted and highly significant. (xfr=2o.53, 1 af,
p <.001)

It is of imterest to note events that American editors focused upon: Two
editorials dealt primarily with Marcos's arrival in Hawaii, two with discovery
of Marcos's wealth and related documents after the party's arrival, two with

the New York Times revelation of January 23 that the U. S. Army had regarded

Marcos's claims of heroism during Uorld War IT as fraudulant, and four with
President Ronald Reagan's speech of February 10. Tha%. speech praisea apparent
progress toWard a real two-party system in the islands, asserted that fraud
apparently had occurred on both sides, and called at least implicitly for
support of Marcos as the declared winner.

One Filipino act which triggered favorable editorial treatment in the Wall

Street Journal was a speech by Aquino's finance minister, Jaime Ongpin, calling

the private sector a key to his nation's economic recovery. The other Filipino
move which led at lsast one American editorial writer to comment was Marcos's
announcement on February L that his controversial military leader, Gen. Fabian
Ver; would oversee the election. Ver's resignation had been demanded by many
people in the wake of charges that he'd masterminded the 1983 assassination of

Ex-Sen. Benigno Aquino.

17
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Hypothesis L held that the Filipino papers would have higher agenda
diversity, as gauged by the H-statistic; than do American editorials. Table 3

provides only partial support here. The Philippine Inquirers did have the highest

H value of all six papers. However, Laﬂ:z}ng ranked fiftl: among the six papeérs,

trailing all but thé Christian Science Monitors The Momitor ragistered just

2.69 "bits," while thé othé+ five papers fell in the range of 3.23 to 3.50.

Put t.able 3 about heres

Looking at the two factors which presumably contribute to H, the data
show that

le Malaya snd the Monitor had narrowness in both senses. They covered
few topics (1l in each case of the total of 22) and concentrated to a fairly
high degree on a few issues as shown by high standard deviations. Tu;ning to
table 2, the Monitor focused heavily on three global topics: U. S.=Filipino
relations, the basés issue and the commnist insurgency. Malaya, on the other
hand, coricéntrated more heavilji than any other paper on three specific local
topics: officers-in-charge first-family opulence and President Aquino's
reluctancé to declare her new government revolutionary,.

2. Washington Post editorials covered few issves (just 12) but trailsd only

the Wall Sfi‘g_e_t jom_g_ﬁ_l_. in giving nearly equal attention to all issues as siown

by relatively low standard deviations: In facl, table Z shows that the Post

devoted more than 12,5% of its topical paragraphs to only one issue, election
rigging.
3. The New York Times and P}E;Eﬁiﬁ:éé Imquirer covered a lot of issues

(18 in each case). ﬁoﬁever, these papers failed to "run away from the pack"
@ith véry high H-statistics because they had moderately high standard deviations.

Both papers concentrated heavily on election rigginge

18
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Research question 1 deals with a possible correlation across newspapers
between number of topics covered and variation among topic-paragraph percentagess
The Spearman rank correlation between thésé two variables was only a non-significant
-.06, Within this data set, then, rumber of topics and variation in ‘reatment
accorded them appeared tc be quite separate.

As an aside; H correlated as assumed with the two contributing factors.
Spearman coefficients were positive (at :80) with mumber of topics covercd. but
negative (at -:49) with standard devistions for ihe six papers. Ned Lher
at least .82 to differ significantly from O at p=.05)s However; these moderate
to high correlations suggest that both mumber of topics and equality of emphasis
deserve attention in studying breadth of editorial coverage, each affecting He

Summary and Conclusions

This study focused on editorials déaling with the February 1986 Filipino
snap election and revolution which ended the reign of President Ferdinand Marcos.
All 123 related editorials in six newspapers during a two-month period were coded.

Included were the four American nationzl elita papers, the New York Times, Wall

Street Journal, Washington Post and Christian Science Momitor, along with two

influential independent papers in the Philippines, Malaya and the Philippine

Daily Inquirers

As expected; the American editorials concentrated heavily on global, broad
topics which should have been familiar even to casual, distant oLservers of the

.Philippines. These issues met one or more of three criteria -- longwterm evolution,

intense recent news coverage, and direct relevance to presumed American interests.
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Also as expected, the Filipino papers dezit more heavily; though
rot predominantly, with day-to-day evcats and micro-level issues within
the @hiiippinés.

Both sets of findings squared with the assertion by Galtung and Ruge
that news media deal primarily :“th topics seen as meaningful. and relevant
witain news corsumers! socio-cultural conbextss

The H-statistic geuged agenda diversity of editorials in each papers
Filipino pepers were expected ‘o of:ev relatively rich editorial agendas
because of their focus on mumerous local cvents and related topics. This
expectation wos borne out with respect to the Inquirer, but not with Malaya.

The study examinec two facets of agenda diversity -- number of topics
addressed and the extent to which a paper gave nearly equal emphasis (gauged
by percemtage of paragraphs) to the topic3: covered. As expected, number of
topics correlated positively; and standard deviations of percentages negatively,
with H-ctatistics for individual papers. Furthermore, the lack of any real
correlation betwwen these two factors (number of topics and standard deviation)
suggests they deserve separate attention in analyzing news-agenda diversitye

One caveat seems in order. Fqual coverage of all issues is doubtless
an unreasonable, ever undesirable, goal -- come topics in any campaign doubtless
seem more important than others. Perhaps future research could compare actual
press emphasis with that which seems optimum to carefully chosen experts. However,
the choice of experts is bound to be arbitrary. In any case; concentration of
most atiention on just one or a few issues seems apt to be questionable. Surely
the optimum standard deviation among topic percentages normally would lie

somewhere between the two extremese
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In future research, the "global vs. specific" distinction among topics
needs refinements The underlying notion here was that a giobal issue
would be of interest even to casual, relatively uninfarmed, distant cbservers

clear relevance to the observers' own nationSand lives: This definition may
or may not correlate highly with the notions of abstractnéss and broad Scope
in space and time sometimes associated with the word globals

Lcoking at American press pérfofmahca; there were some apparén£ negatives.
Us S. editorials focused quite heavily on a few global, obvi-us issues while
making few attempts to acquaint readérs with concreté events or personalities

in the Philippiness Of the four U. Se pupers, only the New York Times gave

editorial-page attention to more than two-thirds of the topics inventoriod.

Readers who relied solely on editorials might have gained little or no
inkling of Marcos payoffs, arrests of journalists, the naming of comtroversial
mumicipal and provincial offers—in-charge, and many other important topics
which became salient before and after the election.
when compared with tvo aggressive Filipino papers which grappled daily with the
election and its context. éupporters of the wésteérn media mipght also make
these points:

1. As a world power, the U. S, must attend to a number of troublesome
issues at any one time. It could hardly ts expected to devote more editorials
than it did <=~ about one per week in eéach paper -- to a relatively small, distamb
country such as the Philippines. And of course, mumber of editorials helped

determine agenda diversitye
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2. Nitty gritty details of an event should be a rocus of news coverage
rather than editnrials. The two go hand in hand. A study of American
news coverage of the election campaign is underway.

liberal and Filipine-nationalist leanings which may have led them to downplay
the communist insurgency as a fairly minor problem, ignore Us S:-reiated issues
and emphasize symbolic questiuns such as Marcos-family wealth and ﬁéﬁﬁiééi
payoffs;

Analyses reported elsewhere suggested that the prestige press ied more
than it followed in calling for U. S. abandonmént ef the Marcos regimes Moreover,

Ecitors often called for substantial reforms in the Philippines even though
they advocated Marcos's departure only at the eleventh hour: And the four papers
repeatedly urged Reagan not to retain Clark Air Base and Subic Bay Naval Base at
a1l costs and without regard to the rights and interests of the Filipino people.5S
Overall; the similarities observed here between American and Filipino
editorials; when viewed in structural térms, téiided to outweigh the differences.
 Agenda diversity did not differ substantially between the two nationss Also,
each nation's editorials stressed events in its homeland mure than those abroads
These results square with Edelstein's coriclusion that comparative research shows
mony similarities in press performance from society to society -- especially when
relational factors of conflict, tradé and linguistic commonality are considered.
Certainly the results here indicate that agenda diversity can shed light

on press performance and descérvés further emphasise
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TABLE 1

?ercenﬁages of Editorials and cf Topic ?ﬁrégréph Mention® Which Des't with

22 Topiss Relating to the 1986 Filipino Election and Revolution

Percentage of editorials Percentage of topic paragraph
ment toning topic mentions dealing with topic
,,,,,, ) U, S, papers Filipino papers M. S. papers Filipino papers
Topic (n=38) (n=85) (n=308) (n=L73)
Global Topics
Grr=iing favors to o L , 3
Marcos cronles 2.1 11.8 3.6 6.1
Election rigging N o . -
(intimidation, 60.5 L2.3 22.7 29.L
abuse of count;
ete.) o
wea . abroca 07” P ';' . 261
prevent reclaiming 23.7 7.1 6.5
by nation
Stealing foreign o o . 7
aid; uss for 10.5 1.2 1.6 0.2
personal gain .
U. S.=Filipino L7.% 7.1 8.9 3.6
relations
U. S; military 41, 5.8 2.1
bases in country 31.6 L7 5
Puverty; decline 36.8 10.6 6.5 5.3
of econom
Cowmnist insurgency, . 52.6 3.5 10" 0.6
New Peopls's Army
Human rights violations, , o , ,
including silencing of 50.0 21,2 9.k 6.3
press :
Specific, local topics
Denial of media access o - o -
to opposition by 10.5 2.k 1.3 2.5
Marcos
Payoffs and favors by 18.L4 .1 2.6 11.2
Marcns peocple
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Table 1l(comt.)

Percentage of editorials Percentage of topic paragraph
mentioning topic menticns decling with topic
Y. S. papers Filipino rapers U. S. papers® Filipino _papers®

Abuses ana activity
Civilian Home 2.6 2.h Ci3 .3
Nefense Foree

Miscelluneous
;g;gggt;ggi o2 13.2 11.8 2.3 b7

Marcos weaith, B ,
orulence 1.5 1£.3 1.9 7.0

Corruption, . o
Letisctiveness 355 ® X
Soviet~

i s 12 B
Fraud in,lﬁ'a'rrcos o -

war record 13.2 === 3.2 —

Marcos's_ healtk, i
cover-up 7.9 2.4 1.0 2.8

Marcos control o -
over imedia == 2.4 -——— 0.8
Aquino_ cabinet

appointments -—— ——— —_— —

Declaration of

revolutionary -z - . .
government 2.6 b.7 0.3 7.0
Aquino choices

of officers- 2.0
in-charge - .
(local,

provincial)

Percentages sum to 99.8 because of rounding error.

'ércen‘ta'ges sum to 100

DO
-
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TABLE. 2

Percentages ¢ Editorials and Topic Parsgraph Mertions in Each Paper Which

fogié
Global Topica .

jranting favors to
Marcos cronies

Election rigging
(intimidation,
abuse of count,
etc.)

fovement of Marcos

wealth abroad to

prevent reclaiming
by mation

itealing fOreign
2id; use for
personal gain

Is Se-Filipino
relations

‘e 8o military
bases in courtry

of economy

New Peaple'a Arny

uman rights violations ’
including silencing of

prass

Specific, local topics

enial of media access

Yo opposition by
Marcos

ayoffs and favors by

Marcos peopls

0
o

Dealt with Zach of 22 Topics®
Philippine New York Wall Street Washington Christian Sciencs
) Malaya Times. Journal _Posg? Monitor.

9.8 10,3 3745 3.2 13,1
(6.0) (1:9) (9;0% (5.0) (1.5)
43,9 70,0 50,0 U5l 77.8
9.8 30.0 12.5. 18,2 22,2
(2.0) (8.0) (1.5) (11.0) (2.5)
—ra 20.0 -—- -— 22,2
- (3.5) - —— (2.5)
(0.5) (6.5) (13.0) (11.0) (30 5)
2.k 30.0 12.5 27.3 55.6
(1.0) (5:5) (1.5) (6.5) (10.0)
12.2 30.0 62.5 6.k 22.2
(600) (5-5) (1300) (605) (2 5)
S 60.0 62.5 36.0 55.6
-— (11.0) (13.0) (9.5) (9.0)
1.6 50.0 75.0 Ry 33.3
(5.0) (9.0) (12.0) (12.5) (6.5)
— 20,0 12.8 — 11,1
— (2.0) (1.5) = (1.5)
19.5  30.0 25.0 9.1 1.1

(13.0) (3.9) (L.5) (1.5) (1.5)



s

» Philippine Bew York Wall Street Washington Christian Science

Topic inquirer = Malaya Times Journsl Post - . _  Monitor
nuses and actkvity o -
f warl rds, 4.5 - 10.0 —- —- -
iviiian Yome (3.0) -— (1.0) — — —
efease Force
Scellancous 9.1 12,2 30:0 —— 8.2 ===
;orvnption of (5.0) (5.0; (3:5) -— (€.5) ==
farcos :regime
reus wealth, 11.k 19: 10.0. - 18.2. 11:1
)pulence (3.0 (10.0) (1.0) -=- (5.0) (2.5)
rruption, 15.9 908 ,-16-0 éé.o 2763 ] 2242
neffectiveness (6.5) (5:0) (L.5) (6.0) (5.0) (2.5)
if armed forcea
viet= ) ,
dlipino 2.3 -= 20.0 25,0 — sas
elations (8.5) -— (2.0) (3.0) -— -
zad 1in Marcos - = 10:0. 25.0. 11,1
ar record — --= (3:5) (3:0) —-—- (1.5)
rcos's health, B 1149 10.0 25,0 ——— o
over-up —= (5.¢) (1.0) (3.0) -— —
rcos comtrol 1.8 — — g — -——
ver media (2:0) - -— —— === —ac
uino cabinet —_— - - -— -— ——
ppointments — —— — — -_— ——
claration of --= 9.8 —<- 12.5 — ——
evolutionary —== (12.h) -— (1.5) — —
overnment
aino choices 5% 5 i, —_— = == —
f officers- é:%,' '(21:15) — — R ——
n-charge
local;
srovincial)
No. of topic = _ . . . o .

paragrah mehtions 197 266 91 68 63 79

®In each cell, the number in parentheses is the percentage of a paperis toplc paragraph
mg;xtig}?gf focusing on the topic dencted in the corresponding row: The number outside
parentheses is the percentage of a paper's editorials dealing with that topic,

The numbers of editorials were Ll for the Philippine Inquirer, 41 in Malaya, 8 in

the Jall Street Journal; 10 in the New York Times, 11 in the Washington Post, amd
9 in the Christisn Science Monitors Percentages for number of topic paragraph mentions
summed to 100 except for rounding error within a given newspaper. However; since many
editorials mentioned more than one topic, percentages of editerials for any given paper

- 28
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TABLE 3
H-statistics, Standard Deviations for Paragraph Mentions
and Narbers of Topics Covered by Six Newspapers

m H-statistic Standard Deviation Number of Toplcs

Philipine Daily 3.60 6.35 18

Inquirer

New York Times 358 6.04 -
Wall Street Journal 3.k9 5.3 15
“mshington Post 3.37 5.8 1
Halaya 3.23 6.65 1l

Christian Science Monitor 2.69 8.01
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